Henry Hudson & The Halve Maen 400th Year Anniversary

The Halve Maen (English: Half Moon) was the name of a Dutch East
India Company ship which sailed in what is now New York harbor in
September, 1609. It was commissioned by the Dutch Republic to
covertly find an eastern passage to China. The ship was captained by
Henry Hudson who was an Englishman in the service of the Dutch
Republic. The Halve Maen sailed from Amsterdam to the Barents Sea,
turning westward to traverse the Atlantic Ocean, then sailing from
Newfoundland to the south in search of the Northwest Passage. The
Halve Maen sailed up Hudson's river as far as the present day location
of Albany, New York, where the crew determined the water was too
narrow and too shallow for farther progress. Concluding then that the
river was also not a passage to the east, Hudson exited the river, naming
the natives that dwelled on either side of the Mauritus estuary the
Manahata.
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